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EDITORTIAL:

As promiged,this month T am reproducing an article on the JolXowing pages
as something of a relief from the Iistings which have appeared recently.
The article first appeared in 'Practical Motorist' magazine in June 1979
and I would 1ike to thank Colin Dye for drawing my atfention to it and
nf course Mr.Reckless for writing it I

If any of you are having problems
getting good quality welding dore (aren't we all !) then,if you live near
Southend,you might find it useful to contact Steven Constable of
Brooklands Motors. Earlier this year he made up and fitted mew box
sections (sills) and remewed 31l the corroded metal or the body of
Mike Rushmere's Y6213, The bill came to Jjust under £300 and Mike was very
pieased with the work donme. The welding took abonut five weeks and was
carried out at Steve's workshop. Steve may be willing to undertake
similar work again and for an additional sum may be able to arrange to
colX¥ect your car and have it trailered to his workshop. Steve may be
reached at: Brooklands Motors, Stambridge Rcad, Rochford, Southend, Essex.
Telephone: Southend:354623 or 42848,
' Members l1iving near Northampton
might Iike to hear of further details concerning Hilary Walklett's
monthly meetings. Hilary runs the Korthants Area M.G.0.C. meetings
which take place at 'The Spinney HilIl', Kettering Road, Northampton on
the second Wedrnesday in every month. I've met Eilary and I know he'll
extend g very warm welcome to any fellow ¥-Type Register members who
want to attend. He is very much in favour of what we are trying to do.
Besides the monthly meetings,the Northanis Area oftern organise other
events (such as visits to Abingdon - while it still exists !) The
meetings seem well worth attending then,if you are within range. .

At the

time of writing we have a total of 389 cars on the Register. More details
regarding the new additions will appear in a forthcoming issue. It only
remains for me to wish you 2l a very Merry Christmas and a Hzppy &
Successful New Decade !

7th December 1979.
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hare waa no obligation to buy
T{he car. but the pravious
owner wanted 1o get il out of

the way by the loilowing week-
end. | made a bid for il, but anca |
had handed ovar ths monrey |
began to doubt my sanity! Buying
3 scrap car was one thing, but why
this one? Instead of silting back
and wondering why ! had saddlad
mysell with an apparentiy hope-
lass task ol restoration | started
work: and work i did. like a beaver.
First | tried 1urning the staring
handle to ascertain il 1he pistons
were free or had rusted in the
cylinder bores. | was nght out of
luck so | removed the sparking
plugs and squiried some Redexin,
hoping to ease the rings. 1t was lefl
until the next day so the Redex
could work itsell well in. Sure
enough, the engine moved when |
lurried the handla — but only a
‘  don: any further elfert 1o wrn
outd have resulled in sconng.
knew that the engine was
otherwise in a 200d stale
mechanically, so off came the
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cylinder head and tha sump. Al the
bottom and | found that, wilh Lthe
car having stood untouched lor
such a long time. the connecling
rods and the inner cylinder block
had acquired a lilm ol rusi: butthis
was a very minor problem. Neaxt |
removed the big end bolts and had
a look at the bearing shalls, Thase
ware slightly scored so all ware
raplacaed.

One piston was drawn oul
through tha boriom of the block =~
nol out of the lop as can be done
wilh modern cars. | lgund that the
base ol the bore was iapered, 0
enabling me 10 cush the piston
back up inside without recourse 1O
a ring compressor Incidentally,
the rings were okay. <o | put them
back. Alter checking the oil pump

One advaniage ol oidar vahucles s thal ihere is plealy of room i work —
rote the clear layout of the wining

ds thought he was

ivm?‘up to his name
W

en Philip Reckless

bougnt the

remains of
this MG

I replacad Ihe sump. having given
them both a good clean with
paraftin,

The next job — Iha brakes —
was the big one. | found they were
of a type one could Iruthfully reler
to as air-brakes — not lo te can-
iused with Ihose on lorries: they
were [ull of air! Time and rust had
laken Lheir toil and il was obvious
that the pipes and hoses would
have 10 be replaced. For help |
lurned o Brian Poole. a motor
lactor in Kidgerminster, who has
been of the grealest assistance to
me and who mada up 3 set of metal
pices 1o patlern and ordered tha
correct flexible hoses lrom Lock-
aeed lor dehvery lhe following

hauling the master cylinder, st
under the Hoor. similar 1o thee
Morris 1000 Apar: from il reqine
ing news seals, | found that |n.
brake lighl switch was broken

As | lound with this car, whe
underiaking a maier everhaul on.
develeps new skills, particutarl.
repairing old parts and makiry
new ones. But wuniike th.
enihusiast wilh a veteran ca’
many spares are sull avallable

The broken swilch was simili
to thai lor the hand-braka hight G
the Commaer van, bul as 1ha cone
ponent was nol avantable ex-stcir
! sel aboul reparing it A mer,
tipped Bakelite Inver 13 altachae-§1
a meatal shalt which rotales wh..-
the brake pedal 13 pressed. (M
bringing the melal up betwesn | o
normally open contacls and corm
pleting the brake hight Circuil In
this case 1tha malal 'wedge’ was
missing. The apphcation ol a it
Araldite 1o the ol'ending paris
soon effected a repair

brake problems

incidentally. when using ;.
Iwo-mix strenglh adhesive i i~
worh remampering that i some gl
source of low heat is availabl-

drying time 15 reduced fryn-
approximately 72 houws o 2
hours.

Turning to the brake druin:
both the shees and the wh..
cylindars had been replaced w-'*
new parts al soine ume, so t 1)
Ihem alone and concentraled
bleeding the sysiem. With .
reolacement of the hrake pipes 1h:-
only Huid in the sysiem wasin th.
master cylinder. Air was ™
enemy and | had to get nd of i

1 recruited an  assistant an¢
when he pressed (he Drake peda’”
opened the bleed mipple on I
near side rear wheel Air .
ceriainly lorced cul bul was a
sucked in again when (he pe .
was released. | was suQoes*
that | shouid beg, horrow of o1
wise obtain a ool used by
lrada 10 farce fHluid (hrough inee
pipes. rather like a giant synng»
Few people seemed to know o
this special tool and those whe
had ona seamed loath (o lvnd il -
hire.

An allernative meithod waz I+
press the brake podal ccen

Friday. A4nother weekend was
soent fitling all ihe pipes and ovar-
TECHNICALHISTORY OF

T%a sicry starls in May 1947 when
MG announced a lour sealer YA
saloon conceived during the latter
part of tha fast war. it leatured
many pre-war designs Ssuch as
sun-rcof. opemng windscreen.
rear window biind. separaie head-
lighis. running board and. bast of
all. a budi-in hydraulic jacking
systam ooserated by a manual
pumgo in the enging compartmani

The car is powered by a 11hp
(1250cc) engina with a sinale SU
carburettor. Afl the sporls cars
had the sams engine bul were twin
carburetiorad SUs and had 256 as
opposed lo 45 brake horse oower
1N tha safcon The regar axle was 3
modilied Morris 10 Sevel typa with
a laterat control hnk hxed 10 the
rear suspensien, Whaels were
16inch and the brakes were diso
moditied Morns 10

In Qcloter 1948 a !'win card
rourer varsion of the saloen called
e YT became avawable. Sadly.
o:thieen months laier il was dis-
B avinel

THE Y TYPE.

The YB of 1852 was avarvimu.’
improved versior of (ng Y4
saloon, wnh strcnger damceers
and jacks. beiter brakes. fror
anu-roll bar and smaller 15 1~c~
wheels. but the bicgesl 1mOIC .+
manl was the new hypod ar™
The only nonceadle dilierei.:
wisually was the ceeger valanc |
on the rear wings. Aller nearly © ¢
and a hall years production ine
saloon was discontinued (0 Mas
way lor the Z type Magneite
September 1953. i

Of the tota! production of 8.335
— 6.158 wers YAs, 877 ware ¥Ts
and 1,301 wera YB8s.

Wher the ‘T (yre 32CHs Ca
started to inCrease in value cuti
the latg 1960s. many owne’
bought YAs and Y8s lor s
sharing most mechamical He
but now (ha Y tyzes are gaunine
popularity so the price of thes:
r:'smg rapialy The YTg arn e
sough alter follow~g by tha v
fast but act least ihs YAs ¢t ™
ue Sohing


http:two-m.lI
http:ISYOI.lI

nlesd mipple, hald the pedal down,
inze (he mipple and release the
oAl then repeal the sequence ol
serabions | went through the drijl
Lt ity o lorty times wnlil
¢ L ame through. The whole job
wcudes an enlire week of spare
' =e to complele.

Having got the car inlo runnin
sedes it was ready forits lirst Mo
1l was duly booked in 1o a local
15t zentre Inls first test il lailed,
‘v acceunt o! a poor handbrake

annse on 1he pliside wheel, |
wglag (he handbrake adjusi-
et amn and found that il was
mpraurce of the trouble_ although
toweis previousiv in Jrder | only
svaw nal poor o the MoT il was
wathing  pertecily when | lelt
“ome | have yel to find the home
1 the Gremhing who cause these

CoJunp VOS2 Muthel! Products
wumner Y410 mer chassis Y8
Tradfarm 3V, lhiire safoon a3l

ra ALS car company in Abinogdon-

o Thames Berashire Iowas o

Wt g onhaer placed Jy an

Lt ealer in Burminoham AEMG
~355'5 numbers begin at 0251
walnl evary new mocel senes

Sacause nat was (he lelephone
~a pf the facierny

D0 the 5th Seprember 1952 fhn

cmicte was reqisiered, MOL 848,
*qn name 2 O GP G Rows,

Taenpultt Waatnye Lane. Ruberv
srungnam The car was lisied al

“A5 nasse ance with Purchase

ittt LR54 55800 totat price

B A5 Ao
Tan nmwirae ware optional. bHut

oty Ty OOF were radio £24

ENGINE
U8 (Vihon XPAQG Serizs Bore

-t sircke 66 5x80mm., over-
*w-11 walves  DPusn rods and
ceors Ievengers Comoresson
a1 231 A5hno at 4.800q0m

MG TD &4 dpho Al 5.200rpm).
t422mph per 1. 000rpm in t00.
CAPACITY

Fael tank 8 gallons Oil Sump:
T rts Caaing System® 13'.pls
WEIGHT

Shewr dars Feont 10cwn Pear
Tt Jars
MMENSIGONS

soenlbpse 9% Jin Vrack. 'ront
<54t rear 40 2in Lencth 130

ipwaralll Wadith At iin
soratly Hewcht 46t 8in, Ground
rearance Bin, Turning circle:

TV Ain Steenng wheel lurns, 23,
STEERING

Hack and mmon

FRONT SUSPENSION
Indanandenl wath wishbones and
Toens BRONGS, anh-roil bar

pelty butl aggravaling faults!

When the car was submutied lor
test again | collecied it and 2 Pass
Ceruficate along with it | had
reached lhe end of Slage 1.
gelling it on the (cad.

On ine lirst of October | stanea
the second slage of the
restoration. the wvehicle having
been in use from Lhe beginning of
June unui the end of Septemoer
Dunng this pencd | covered (wo
thousand miles

| was parbcularly astonished
wallr the sopularniy of Lhe car —
peooie weore oflering me vanous
sug of maoney 1o part wath il and
svery hme | had 1o 53y N0, because
i 'co. nad peen bidlen by Lhe
noslaicia bug.

Having run the car. | had a good
wdea of which pans were needed

105 29 and heater £10 175 10d.
Aoart Tax was £10 for 12 monins
1t £2 155 for A monins Hwasin.
creased n Jandary 195310 L1312 168
Annnai and £3 85 9d Quarteriyv

The naxt dwner was Me John E.
Jelfery of Ludiow, Shropshice who
it December 1958 was emoloyed
by the Austin molor company in
the exnerimental department. Ha
was also a racing enthusiast.
Having stripped the engine down
ana cebwili 1o MG TD soeci-
cat:on, !fus s in fhe car now, the
crcwnal being replacedin January
1950, The meage recordea whan
! boychi the car was 70,204 which
is heteved cenumne

mcidentatly, ol Or Rowe or any
of his cepenaents wish 1o contsct
me :f?ev are mos! weicome.

REAR SUSPENSION

Hall eliplical serings.

GEARBOX AND CLUTCH

Four spesa. 2nd. 3rd, 41h gears
synchromesh. Oil capacity’ 1,
pis Ciulch iyoe Single dry plate.
Borg and Beck. Diameter: 8in.
REAR AXLE

Semi-lloaling hypoid type. Oil
capacity: 2', pts.

ELECTRICAL

12 volt _swvsiem 52 amp hour
batiery Trallicator signals.
PERFORMANCE |

Too speeo: 77mph (single carb).
28meh {twin carbs). Mile per
gallon  overall 27, 1curing 34,

gingle carb. Overall 24, touring
285 (win carbs). Standing
quarter mile; 24.8 seconds.
TYRE S51ZE

500%15 155x15.

JACKS

Hvdrauhcally operated, buill-in,
Ol capacity, 165 pls.

and ordered in good ime, 50 (hal
~hen tha resloralion slarled.
hatd-ups should not be a problem,
These take up time which is
valuable and up-sets the rhylhm,
One has go! Lo mimumisa tha risks

| am a mgmber of 1he MG Car
Club — joining Lhe organisation is
a must. The MG Iraternily is
indeed lucky in having a choice of
three ¢lubs and numerous lirms
do MG spares

Restoralion lakes a lot ol
planning and thought, it is no
good jusl pulling a car to bils
because how are the parls going
to go legelher three months later
unless skelches are made. bolls
and parts pulin boxes wilh labels?

| started by taking the wings ofl,
not an easy Job because he bolls,
especially the rear ones, had
rusied sohd Hammer and chisel
prove handy lools. Next came the
running boards with the same
results. Having checked the wvings
ang running boards lor dents,
which were knocked oul care-
lully. ! pulthem in the shed lor safe
xegeping

The doors weres allended Lo
next. They were held by two boll-
pins each swje | proceedec to
strip down (0 the bare shells,
glass. window channelling, door-

locks, winding mechanism,
because the botloms had all
rusted.

All four doars had rusted parts
welded wilh new metal, hang
made o patiern. An effeclive job.
‘When |he doors were fimshed |
used a good paint stripper to gel
downtothe bare melal. treated the
fust and painted. | then re-
assembled wilth new window
channels. wealherstrips, locks
and  reconditioned winding
mechanisms. The doors werg then
put away uatil linal assemily,
complele

lnner wings. boot lid, spare
wheel cover. bonnel. front apron,
ragdialor grilte, windscreen, sun-
rool. all came off gradually during

Oclaber and November 1o be
checked f(or dents., rusl ang
distortion

In early November [ received the
club maqgazine Safely Fast and,

Post viar

Motobuiid Lig.

128 High Si.
Haunslow Middlesax.

NTFG Motor Services Lid.
21 St Margareis Graen.
tpswich. Suflolk iFP4 28N

MG Cars peniod 1929-1939
Soorrs  and  Viniage Motors
Shrewsbury (id.

Upper Batllehield.

Shrewsbury SY4 308.

POSt war. SOMe pre-war
Toulmin Motars {1962) Lid.
103 Wiadmull Road,
Brentford. Middiasex.

MG T Tyre

Naylor Bros.

Arredale Garage.

Hollins Hiil.

Shigley. W Yorks. BD17 70N.

Mre Barry Walker,

The Pre-War MG Parts Canire,
1a Athany Road.

Chistehurst, Keni.

looking through Ihe spares for
sale seclion, | lound Lhal some-
one wanted to dispose of YB parts
cheaply. So } contacted him ana
took a trip down the South Coast.
a distance ol aboul Iour hundrad
mifes round journey,

The parts required were lwo
front seats (orginal lypa). one
front bumper with brackels: one
traticator ring swilch; various bits
tor I1he Slandard engine manilalg
and a healer The healer was
oplional to the orice in 1952 | also
tried 10 purchase an inierior tighy
swilch, bul this has proved elusive
so lar

The only parts needed were
three overriders as fitled 10 lhe
Auslin models just alter |he war.
They are very similar to those on
the Morris 1000.

On my relurn, | started remov-
ing the plywood flloor, to enable
me o gel la the chassis bolts and
make new sills, which had roitea
away As | did not have a2 patiern
lor the sills | had 10 make them
[rom memory but. belore | welded
them on. | spolied 3 ‘YA  at
Churchstoke. near Montgomery,
Powys. This | used as 3 reference
and s0 Qel as near |10 {he coriginal
as possible.

Qver the nax| faw weeks | maae
rapid orogress. welding new metal
— 18Q stes! sheel - cut, hand
beaten and snaped aiong the inner
wings. One |hing | had lo
remember was where lbe caplive
nuls ran, gritl and weld these (¢
new melal from pailern.

As the chassis would obviously
need more than a 3%50z boltle of
Jenglite and the 5 litre size was nol
available locally. | ordered some
from outside The c¢hassis being
well exposed | could work on il
white wailing {or the Jenohle, so
off came the rust and grease wilh 3
wire brush and paralfin_ It isideal
for this job as it anly necessary
to brush on, achivale with steel
wool, and leave lor tive minutes. It
can then be wiped oll and painted
alter twanty minutes. | must praise
this product made by Duckhams,
as ngolher rust remover COMes ve
lo my siandards. :

Now i could get on with pulting
evarything back logether again.in
a lully prooleo and prepared stale,
as told in the concluding article.

Ocragon Ciassic Cars LId.
Chart Sutinn. Keat MEIT JRX.

MG CLUBS

MG Car Clud Lig.
273 Green Lana,
liford, Essex IG3 9TJ.

MG Owners Clud.
13 Church End.
Over, Camonidgeshire.

The other s Ocragon Car Club.
Hon Secretary — Me N_Crurchiey.
Queenswville Ave. Stallord. Phone
(785 51014, (PRE 1956 MGs).

If involved In he full restoration
— ot marely lhe basic running
repair — ol any car which is now of
Hitlle interest to the makers, lhe
assistance glven by Ihe one-make
car clubs can be immense. |1 Is
also well worth finding out the
linerge of your car, Often many
parts are compatlble wih lafer
models, where detall differences
do nol disquise Lhe laci that
stlachment points and so on are
Identical, ot easily modliled.
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MEMBERS' INFORMATION EXCHANGE. R

Richard Rees: Would like advice on solving tappet noise (car is a 195%

YB). The installation of new cams,cam followers,rocker
shaft and rocker bushes has failed to cure this. Address:
South Glamorgan.

J.R.Boudrais: !0!!! !i!e a!vlce on !!e res!oration of hig ¥T°* c
A 157 S
s a

,Québec,Canada.

Bernie Havel: Own 4949 YT and has converted the front wheel bearings
from a ball type to a tapered roller bearing. He says this
eliminates 90% of high speed wheel shake and is very helpfu

if your front suspension is somewhat worn. Fo ther
details wrjite to:
Michigan, y UsDoAa

————— e e - —

NEW MEMBERS:

181.

182. R.E.Dusek,
183. D.N.EIliott,
184. R.L.Emnbick
185+  G.Felper,
186. A Praser,

187 H.C.Giffen III,

188. K.Graham, anad
189, ¥.Groover, Virginia,
190. C.J.Haines Jnr., s P

191. W.Hocking,
192. C.E.Boward,
197%. W.Jacobsen,
194 . Susan.L.Kni

19%. W.Krook,
186, R.P.Kuhar,
197« C.MacDearmi
198. CyC.Miller
199. E.A.Moss,
200. F.E.CId I
201. G.E.Pardee,
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