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Hello again ...

We rtart this imsue with 5 warning. Last time I pave you
detzils of where you could buy Dow Corning 200 5()icone

frake Fluid,sdvertised aer such by Namrlck Ltd of Hove,Sussex.
Shortly after the Octaber magarine was finallised Dow

Comning announced that their "200" sillcone fiuid im not
sultable for use gn a4 brake fluid. We are =orry to have
misied ynu all and thie Ineldent just goee te mhow how
carafuy] we ghould he about new "miracle® inrovations.

We are thinking of producing a pocket-sired booklet in the
furture which will give al! those vital statistics on 'Y!
Typ=n which you will need to have with you at 31l times.

A significant psrt of thie booklet should hapefully be &

112t of parts of ather cars which are ruitable for use on the
'¥'. Sore of you have gent irn information like thin in the
past and we have oceanionally subiished 1%, Now we need to
collegct 1t all tog=ther for pubdlication 80,1f anvone inows
of any interchangeable parts (e.g.,like the Austin A.35
atarter aviteh,which ie the same as that on the 'pull-starter?
'Y') will they plears write to John Lawmon 3t the address an
the laat page of this magazlne,

Cyprus has at leasst three gurviving 'Y's apparently,which i=
not surprising considaring its good climate and previcus
British corneciions.

Marshalle of Cambridge are planning to celebrste their first
TS years by holding & motoring pageant at the Bast of
England ehowground on September 79th & 0th 1584, They aim to
Teature one eysmple of each model fras every naraue which
came together to Form HL Carm and leyland Prucks & Punes !
Needlean to £ay,they will nend a3 "Y' (if not 5 *YA',YH and
YT) mo if any of you are willing to take part,plesse let us

1
know. It should be an amazing show 1 22nd Novenber 1982,
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Register News

Recent Additions:

ChassisNo. Year Type EngineNo. Colour Owner

Y 0481 1947 YA. 5¢/10256 Black T.Young.

Y 1000 1947 YA. S5C/X10798 ? D.Gapzard,
Y 2492 1949 YA. SC/12450 2 S.Warren.
YT 4167 1950 Y. TR/14015 2 D.Gazzard,

Total cars on the Register as at 23rd November 1982: B3B8,
Made up as follows: YA: 413 YT: 157 YB: 195 YRC: 3
Composites/Sepeials: 4 Unknown (mainly saloons): 66.

480, D.Withington,
481. R.Hilyer,
482, T.Young,

483. J.D.Howard,
484_. D, Ransome,
485, T,V.Walker,
{486, S.Warren,

4B7. WMrs.E.warren,
488. J.Kerry,

489, Y.F.Nankwell,
491, M Spencer,
493, P.Linn,

494, V.J.Adams, ER}

Address Changes:

465, T.G.Davies,
65, Doardill,
%53, H.de Moss, (U.K.

Members Leaving the Register:

378, Dr.G.Farrell,
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Colin Dye reflects on the aquisition of his "Y' type and
ils subsequent spare

On 16th June 1972,the following advert appeared in our local
paper: *1951 M.G. 'Y' Series Sports Saloon. Good running
order. € months M.0.T. £135". My father read out the advert
and said,"Good 1ittle cars they were,the last of the real car-
shaped cars". He had been a garage mechanic for a number of
years and kxnew what he was talking about. Alreadr he had
discouraged me from buying a number of old cars,including a
Cikroen Lt.15 and a Riley 14 litre,pointing out their
various weeknesses. He was full of praise for the M.G.,
how&yer,emembering that one had been driven nearly eight
miles without any o0il due to an error during servieing (too
long to explain here). "any car that can take that sort of
vonishment 1s really well built%,was his comment. Without
any more ado,l rang the number given and went to see the car,
It was 1in basiecally goond condition and mainliy original, The
obvipus fanlts were a non-orjiginal front seat and missing
front Jackall' jacks. With the owners consent T drove it to
the loca} garage and put 1t up on ramps to Inspect the
undermeath. The chessis wdas in excellent condition, the only
bad rot aprnearing to be the ucgual rear of the =21l11s and the
floor of the spare wheel locker, Of course,as soom as I sat in
the driver's =seat and looked town that lovely bonnet, I knew
that this was the car for me. The 1ively engine,responcive
steering and taut suspension jusl added to my comviction.

Up to this pcint T had owned a nurber of extremely rusty
and rather unwieldy Vauxhalli Victors and Ford Consuls,
useful passion wagons (a3l bench front seats,umbrells
handbrakes ana column gear chanpes) but the =sort of
suspension that gives you sea-sickness. Anvway,afler a
suitable amount cf haggling, the czr was mine for Lhe sum of
£120 - approximately four times the amount paid for any
previous car. Incidentally,a few weeks eariier T had refused
the offer of an M.G. TF complete with a2 new hood =nd =
vear's M_ 0.7, for E£200 as being too small and too expensive
- well,we all make mistakes !

After driving aroun¢ for a few weeks I became aware of a

loud banging at the rear of the car whenever I drove over 3
large pot-pole or wump in the road. At first 1 thought it

was the Fanhard rod that was loose and making the noise so 1
took it off,but the nolse continued (I still have not put it
back and the ecar still handles well). My father and I

puzzled over the casuse of the noise for meveral weeks hefore
finally solving it in thefrllowing manner. T removed the
wooden floor in the boot and my father sat in the boot on

the boot 1id - rather like sitting in a dickey seat (in fact,p
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I suppose with a bit of careful adaptatiop a 'Y' Type could be
turned into a six seater car in this way ( Any takers for a
special conversion ?)} Then I carefully drove around the
bumpiest roade T could find while he listened for the noise,
This procedure was extremely funny to the neighbours who
thought that I was a loony anyway to own such an old car.
Pinally,after a few loua bangs had issued from the nether
regions of the car my father called for me to stop and then
climed out of the boot and grabbed the rear end of the
bodywork,1ifted it an inch or so,then let 1t fall with =
regsounding crash. The riddle was solved. The rear mourting
bolts had rusted through allowing the body to bounce uap and
down on the chassis,thue making the banging noise. I made
some reinforcing plates and fitted new holte and all went
quiet at the rear end.

It became apparent after I pave the car a full serviee that
the front suspension was in need of an overhaul and the car
felt incompleie without the proper front seat and front jacks.
At that time I had a girlfriend who lived near Portsmouth

and reading their local paper one evening 1 saw another
advert:s "19%1 M.G. 'Y' Series salocon,running order, £25."
Thinking that it sounded cheap I went around to have a leook,
The reason 1t was so cheap was that the young man who owned it
had found a small amount of rTust at the rear of the

bodywork and had then promptly cut the back end of the car
completely off ircluding the re2r of the chassis and the
bottom of the rear wings. Of course he had not taken patterms
ard he had thexn lost heart and left the car standing under a
plastic sheet for six years;afiler he had torm out 211 the
headlining (because it lonked cirty !) and cut off all the
sunshine roof channellng (because 1t looked as if it might
leak !) 1t was a pity that he had dome all this damage

because the hodywork was almost rust free much better in fact
than the bodywork of the ecar 1 already owned, Apparently

many npeople nad come to look at the car and hed imrediately
loet interest when trey saw the back end. The usuval hagrling
started and T managed to buy a complete car for £20 which had
the correct coloured eeate complete and working Jackall

system and even the 1ittle bakelite ashtravs in the back of
the seats — 2 rare find indeed ! Although the car hzd stond
under g sheet for gll that time,after turning the engine over,
fitting a decent battery and priming the cerb’,the engine
fired on tne Tirst pull and ran on the second pull of the
starter. I wonder how many other cars could do the same,
Desplte the fact that the car was driveable,] decided to have
it towed home., A friend of mine,called Bob,nffered to tow it
for me with his van,a large Beaford,and two evepipge loter

we went to collect it, T told Bob to be careful as the car

had stood for a long time and the brakes were probably uselesg.
We set off with only & hare 15 feet of tow rope between us,
Bob promptly drove off at a gentle 40 mph, braking sharply as
he reached the first 'T' junction . "BANG" "CRASH " Cne
excellent radiator shell wel) and truly bent as I went
straight inte the bhack of the Bedford,having stamped on the
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brakes with virtually no effect. Fortunately no damage was
done to the van so we continued on our way at a somewhat
slower pace. All went well until we reached a Targe by-pass
leading out of Portsmouth, Seeing a straight piece of road,

Bob started to put his foot down and off we went, I have no
idea of the speed as the speedo was not workimg, Unfortunatel;
ag I mentioned before,the sunshine roof panel had been cut
out and as we bounded along,the sliding panel started to
work loose and I had to hang on to ite handle with my left
hand and steer with my right. T couldn't think of how to

let Bob know what was happening and as our speed kept on
increasing,the wind pulled harder on the panel until the
handle came adrift in my hand and the panel shot up in the
air and crashed ontc the road behind. As luck would have it,
there was no other car behind and Bob saw the pznel) suddenly
appear in his rear view mirror as it flew away. We stopped
and retrieved the panel and as we started off again the tow
rope snapped. After @ great deal of struggling I was

never a Boy Scout,so my knot-tying was never any good) we
slowly started off again with a meagre 10 feet of rope
separating us. Dusk was starting to fall and as the '¥' Type
had no rear end,lights,brakes, M.0.T.,tax,insurance ete,
counpled with a few bald tyres,missing front floorboerds and
heaven only knows what else,T spent a very cold and nervous
time as we slowly drove home, Every time I saw a pair of
neadlamns approaching in tne rear view mirror I was convinced
that it was a Foliee car and I thought up 31l sorts of

silly excuses such as a Student Rag Week stunt,insanity ete.
Thankfully we arrived home safely and ] decided not te buy
any more derelict 'Y' Types for a while. The nervous strain
is too much !

After ten years of use (gummer months only for the last five
years) the car has only once 1et me down due t0 a broken
half-shaft and that was fortunstely near to home. 1 have
driven it all over the place and {t hae always run smonthly
with performance and handling perfectly sdequate for modern
traffic. For a while I ran 1t sround the North Circulsr Hoad
reapanably frequently in heavy traffic and {t never
complsined, Jjust petting = litule bit hot in long traffic
Jam= due to the fact that the radiator slats were not opened
up enough. 4 few ninutes with & screwdriver and pliere soon
sorted out the problem by opening the mlats out to let

more air through.

The car hae now covered a total of more tham %20,000 milep
on the original differentin]l and gearbox. The engine is
boralout to fte Yimit and reground to its 1imit but {t stil}
uses no 0fl to mpeak of (approx 1,000 miles per pint)
despite the fact that there ir very 11ittle compression In
any of the cylinders. T have etarted to rebuild the spare
engine but there seems to he no need to fit it qulekly a=
I feel confident that the original will last for years yot
if treated reaponably. What more can 1 say ahout such an
excellent and trustworthy 1ittle car except, "THEY DON'T
MAKE THEM LTEE THAT ANY MOKE ! *
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UMG422 Y7012 1951 VA L Blue Belonging to
Colin Dye and {eatured in the urticle ‘10 Yeurs Ago’

‘Enterprice’ — limehed al fasc)
i September 1952

Photos by Jahn Lap son

Allthese pholographs were tnlin by
Stephen Thorpe al Brands Hatch on
the 12th of September this year Tap
Left: PPJ 943 Y AV shives green. Tup
right: LLN 993 Y A? black. Centre
left: FRX 211 YA shires groen (nole
conyersion rims to enable 77
headianips 1o be fitted into 8" howls
Cenlre right: JLV 949 YA hlack and
Potiom rvight: UMU 879 YR
hlue hiack




David Mullen:

Harold de Mors:

Jarl de Boer:

Tory Skopecek:
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Re; "A Minor Contribution' in Issue 51. The
Morris Minor master cylinder looks similar to
that fitted to the YB but the intermzl diameter
is probably different. The Morris Minor hore is
15/16" ,whereas that on the YB master cylinder

is 7/8". YB Master Cylinders are still available
from Automotive Products (Lockheed) via motor
facters. The current part numberis 88702. This
replaced the original part number BB187, Current
replacement master cylinders for YBs are
slightly different from the original ones in that
the push rod has to be shortened to obtain the
4" free play at the pedal, Part number for
replacement rear wheel cylinders (YB) i3 33668,

Re; 'A Minor Contribution'. Original YR
over-riders are really not that similar to
Morris Minor ones. The original 'Y' Type
over-riders did not have 'lips' where they fit
agninst the bumpers. Also the shape is slightly
different so that the Morris Minor over-rider,
if used,has to be filed somewhat sc that 1t
fits neatly. Also,original 'Y' Type over-riders
were not nearly so sturdily made as the Morris
Minor ones, &hey were made out of much thinner
metal ..

The 'YA' hubcaps presently available from
M.C.Griffiths of Andover are quite difficult to
fit to the wheels and need slight adjustment to
facilitate easy fitting and removal,

Two different gspects conspire to ruin walnut
dashboards and window surrounde over the years.
They are the ultraviclet rays from the aun

and the moisture coming up through the wood.

In these ways the veneer 1ifts off and flakes.
To stop this happening again once your wood has
been reveneexed it is advisable to seal the
Inside surfaces of the wood, i.e., the rear of
the dashboard. Whern fitting walnut window
surrounds be careful not to tightem the fixing
screws as far as they will go. The holes into
which these screws go seem to be inclined from
the vertical because of how they were drilled
on the production line. Thus,each screw must

be tightened a little at a time until they are
sufficiently tight but not tight encugh to pull
the wood apart.

For Sale

Cars

819.

B20.

821

822,

831.

852

B36.

837.

838,

Mike & Dave

YA. '"Complete leas engine ~parbaX T restoration
: . inn
,Cambs v TS

Yi. 'Incomplete. For restoration or spares'. Address
and telephone number as above.

1952 YB. LWX 734, 'Major bodywork restoration undertaken

to very high standard,., Completely rebuilt engine and
suspension. Heupholstered interior. All parts fully

finished as original. Log book,mapuals available. Two
owners from new. £1,9500 ono. Tel:

1950 YA. 'Yery good condition. Taxed 'd 1311
May 198%. Goed runner, Offers., Tel:

{daytime)'.

YA. BRG. 'Stored since 1968. Clutech jammed. Jacks work.
Bodywork has or sale at £800,

P.P . Nankwell _, Kent.'
1952 YB. 'Good running crder with MOT. Hecent engine
rebuild. Scund chassis. Body resonab some
attention. Offers around £950. Tel:

1953 YB. 'Used daily. MOT & Tax until Pebruary 1983.

Rece c le. £900 ono.
YB. 'Complete and running but pardi

w restoration. £300. Tel:

195% d s i d. £650.
or:

Parts
Two Y v} 1 t Tony
Brierfieﬁ W.Yorks.
Quantity of j Jknobs,headlamps etc), Tel:
Dave Beere,

Radiator,gearbox and other spares. Ted: [ -
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AUSTHALIAN TMFORTS FAAT XVIIT.

YT first ownera....
Y/T/EXR
1"

2620  Joseph.E.Larkin,
3659 Norman. F.Jones,
IHEB I.Halwyn Xershaw,
2874 Clyde.w.Fairweslher,
3875 Charles.k . Ltroanider,

3926 A1lwyn.B.Rohinson,
3967 George.W.Fatterson
5974 James.H.Shepherd,
4062  Edward.W.Daniell,
4114 Beryl.L.McAllary,
4121 John . H.McCleery,

4125 snthony. N.rarcons,

4166  Ailke Omlo,
417 Prter.W. Howaro,
4173 Alistair.H.Puxton,
4213  HiYton.d.Horsley,
4222 Bruce.i.Robinson
4261 Joseph. B, FPurks,

4318 ¥ictor.M.Beale,
4373 Beszie, C.Hlake,
4537 Ernest.R.Crick,
4614 William .N.Prior,
4781 Kathleen.C.C.Bryan,

5156  Lota.¥.Hickey, [l

'YA's bought second-hand by....

¥ 0590 Lt.Cmdr. John.R.Wk
Y 0750 John.C.FePheraon
Y 0948 John.B.Fox,
Y 1000 Vivian.R.Mare, -
{then to) John.L.Paine, LS. W,
Y 1007 Clive.V_ Norris, ¢
Y 1011 Noel .¥ .McMichan,
(then to)} Erian.E.Swire,
Y 1046 Kembla Grange Timbars
Y 1060 Brian.¥W.Coberoft, e "R
Y 1089 Howard.W.Christensen
(then to) Edward,W.Carter,
Y 1851 wWilliam.C.Petterson,
{then to)} Lawrence.J.Kimbe th Aust.
Y- 872 Howard .M _Rivett,
Y 1874 Gordon Engleheart,
{then to) Lawrence Dunton,
Y 1898 Cacily.M.Bartlett, c/o
Credit: Noel Cerdes, M,G. Restorers® Ass ociati on.
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ADVERTISEMENTS

I have a vast quantity of piston rings,Metric and Imperial
sizaes,. Cars,Motorcyelem and Commercials, Send details of:

Bore size & Oversize,

wWidth.
Type (i.e.,Compression,stepped,oil control etec)

and S.A.E. for immediat i
price,to: J.Featling,
David Green for repair and restoration of your '¥' Type.

Mechaniecal,electrical ,re-sprays {(cellulose s
woodwork restored and reveneered ete. Call =
(North London).

An offer to members: YA & YB cluteh shafts £7 ezch plus
£1.70 pép. If membern are intereeted In guarsntee plates

(£2 each) and ! get enpugh interest I will prganise & hatoh
2 tead of using TD ones with the 'TD' omitted). Also

available: TC wheel pylinders [n hrasep {(thgse ars ¢ mame
gag YA rear ones), C Tony Rrier,
g N Yorkshire .

Brake eylinders re-slesved., Por puotation mend your ey)inder:

and enouph pomtape for their retu =

to re_gplasys them) 2 Follard,
sCumhria . (Inceifs
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In the past months we have come across two useful spares
suppliers. The firsit are A.T.C. & B.J.Farkin,vwho frecuently
attend autojumbles. They sell for instanes,new voltage
control boxes (RF21/95 & HBI06); SFRO Semaphore Arms;
windscreen wiper blades;chrome bumper bolts;S.U.Fuel Pumps=
and a host of trimming materiasle,nther electrical items and
mechanieal parts etc, They are worth contacting at 52

Beulah Hoad,Xirkby-in-Anhfield Rotte NG1T7.TEL (an-,rlrane).
Tel: ODBE23-752412. Secondly,The Vintage & Tlaseic Car Sfarpu
Company have pidelamps,Luein 5700 headlamps and SFT 575
fog/epot lampa Iin 21 ook, Blong with mo=ti other Lucss parte
{gae,pleage {f writing to them), The company can be found at
Lambert Worke , Onlliery Hoad,Wolverhaspton,w!1,.ZHD. Tel: O902-
55661; Telex 397579, They offer n world-wide sarvice,

CAAAAAAAAA AR

Apnd Tinelly: -

Well; The end of enother year yet ageln, time to start
on 811 those little jobs you've been leaving btill the winter
monthe.l must say I1'm not looking forward to spending cold
winter evenliogs ia the gerage,espeainlly ir lmst winter is
enything to go by. I muat be geitiang softu, ar old, or both.

Anywny, on behelf of Joha L end myself, we would like
to teke this opportunity of wighling you snd your families ®
very heppy Christmas end hope to =ee you in Lhe oew year,

Until next 1ssue,
Careful driving, John & John

Membership Secrela

ry/Regisirar
76 Lowscr, 1 D I
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The coment of the erucles and the techmcal advice appeaning in this magazine
represent the views of the respeclive conlribulors and nol necessanly Lthose of 1he
Eduor or the publishers The MGYTR cannor be held responsible for any loss or damage
resulling from the implementation of any advice appearing In this magazine
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